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The Hosorudls Jeha Ashorofl :
Attomey General
LB, Department of Jintios
G50 Pennsybvanin Avenue NW

Wastdngton, DO 253G
USA 14 Novembar 2603

Dearsdiomey Gonsrl,

{am writing regarding Maher Azar, 3 Canadian citizen of Syrian origin who was detained at
JEK afrpor, New Yok, on 26 Sﬁymﬁmﬁr 2007 while in fransit to Canndi and fravelling cax
Canadian pAsSpoLt, After 13 days in US cmtcéy, whote he was reporiedly questioned about alieged
links with al-(Ja"ida, lie was deported o Syria via Jordan. Mr Arar'was recently released «zi’iﬁi returmed
{0 Capada ofter baing detained n Syria for s year without charge.

Armssty International wrote to the US government in October 2002 to express concern that
Mr Argr was apparently deported from the USA without being represeated at any hearing and without
his frpily, lawyver or the {fmsasiaazz consulate belng informed. We alio commutnicated to the 1S aad
Canadian governawents curconcers for Mr Arar's safety 1o Syria, given Syiid’y record of human
righitsubuses, inchading torture,

. Armesty International reprosentatives have conducted seviral in-depth inderviews with Mr
Arar since s release. He has also made a number of public staterments. We are gravely Goncerned by
accounts he has given of being tortured in Syrla and held for months in cruel, nhuman and degrading
sonditions. He was also allegedly beaten in Jordan. His testimony, together with other credible repotts
of the reatment of prisouess in Syniae and Jordan, relnforces our cancemmthat thelUS govatnmentwag
in breach ofits obligations under iternational faw in deporting Mr Arar divectly or indivectly 1o Syris.
Wears urging your government to instigate a full, bnpartal iszqai.w itite the clrownstances of his
ﬁaggaﬁamzz from the USA, withthe findings made public. Suchan Inguity should also examine other

alleged breaches of bs fandamental rights while fn custody n the UBA. Qur concers include the
following:

Mr Arar was detained on 26 September 2002 and held for seven days before being alfowed to
contast his family or e lowyer, Ho wasalyo reportedly not given profipt access 6 the Canadin
consalate as required under the Vienna Counvention on Consular Relations. He reportedly sufforsd
sieep deprivation anid was not fed for 28 hours during two days of intensive questioning at the airport.
His repeated requests for 2 lawyer and phone call were denied until 2-October when he wag permitied
a two-tringle phone call with bis motherdn-dawin Ottawa, He fold her He was Bightensd of belng
degoried 6 éy"g& afear which Anmesty International hag confirmed he reprated during his st and
gnly meeling with bis lawyer pu § October. Mr Avar alleges that he was :zsémi several tangs while in
detention o sign » document agreeing to depart “voluntarily” fo Syria but refused citing fears that he
wordd be tortured there,

Mr Arar alleges that he was woken up.at around 3am on 8 Octeber 2002 and was read part of
a document stating thiat, based on classified information, the INS Directorhad taken the decision (o
depost hin i 8yrta,. He ;}g‘{){egtsé saying he would be tortured there, hutthis was ignoted. Ho states

he swas placed fn shackies and driven by people dressed in military clothes to an sitport where he was

puton a private plane with thice or four peopleinside, aud no other detaivees. He alleges thuton the
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first ley of the flight, to Washington, DU, he overheard mesmbers of the teain aceompanying him
mabing phone calls, saying that Syrfa was refusing to take him divectly-and, after further phows calls,
figard that Jordan had agreed to take him. Another team accompanied hinyon the fight o Jordin, via
Rome. It is unclear from the aooounis given who these tadividuals were but Mr Arar states that they
spuke fn Boglish, While the leader of the tearm ~ oy called Klroury - saxd Wy grandfather was

Syrian, e sppearad o knowvery litle Anbic

He repbrts that, alier be arrved in Jordaion 8 Octobier, e was severely beaten while
Blindfolded and shacklel in the back of & van, Latér thit same-day, sfter being taken o o building for
ioaing, ho waypul into 2 car where hie wasbeaten agaln, and driven o Syria.

questio

i Syrin b was takén fodhe “Far Falestin”, the Palestine Braneh of Syrian mudlitary
intelligence, kiown to Amnesty International for the routiae torture of political prisoners. He alleges
that he way severcly beaten with shredded electrical cable while belag interrogated over s sixday
peciod and was thesstened with electrie shocks and the “mefal chale™ g torture dovice which
stretehes the spine and Is docwnented In Amnesty International reports. In between these
intertdgation sessions be was Tell ina room whers he could hear the soreams of uther prisoners being
beaten aud tortured, Brentually, he dosoribes that he was prepared o sipn anything to bring the lorlare
to wr ead and tht e sighed o False confbssion, which he was not allowed 16 read. Tn thad docusment,
arpong Sther things, he Bisely confossed fo having been to 2 tralning camp 1o Afghanistin, Hereports
that:he was held for more than 10 months alone in 2 finy, basement cell which bie called “the grave”,
whicl had no naturel or adtificial light source. A small grate in the celling opened up into 2 hallway
above, through which catesnd mts ofien urinated o his ool There was no furniture fnnthe sl only
two blankets on the floor. Hle had nosxposure to natural Hight et all for the first six months.

The Canadien consulate visited him seven tunes while he was in Syrian custody, but cachrof
these visits took place in the presence of Mr Arar®s interrogator aad other Syrian officials. He reports
he was wariied by Syrian officials not to say that he was beaten. However, o the seventh visit in
August 2003 he broke down, deseribed his conditions of detention, and said ves when asked if he had
been sortured. On § October hie was taken to the Canadian embassy and put on 2 plane to Canada
where he hies returned home withoutany charges againgt him.

The'US government’s actions in deporting Mr Arac appear to be in gross violation of its
obligations under international law as well as its'own stated policy. Article 3 of the Convention
against Torture prohibits the transfer of anyone to another state where “lhere are substantial groonds
tor believing that he would be in danger ofbeing subjected 1o fortee™, Troa lotior to Sénuior Patrick
Lealiyon 25 June 2003, Peatagon General Counsel William Haynes wrots that government policy
wits to “comply with all of itz legal ubligations in its treatment of detainees, and in partioular with
legal obligations prohibiting torture”. He wrote that the USA would not transfer anyone to a country
where they may face torture and, if necessary, would seck assurances from the receiving country that
torture would notbe used against the tansferred individual. The entry on Syria inthe US State
Department’s latest human rights report cites “eredible evidence that security forces confinie to use
torture”. Syria was cited by President Bush in a major address on 6 November 2003 as 2 country with
a “legacy of torture”, As stated above, Mr Arar reportedly told US officials of his own concorn thatl e
would be subjected to such treatinent if sent to Syria and refused fo depart voluntarily on this ground,

The accounts given suggest that, not only did the US governmient fail to seek assurances fhat
Mr Arar would ot be tertured but may have actively engineered his transfer to Syria via Jordan,
bypassing certain legal guarantees, including his right to effective conselar assistance and to
representation in 2 fair procecding, We understand that the Canadian government bas strongly
protested the US goverament's handling of this case. There are also troubling questions that samain
unanswered as 1o what role, if any, Canadian lave enforcement or scourity agencies may have played
in this case. Amnesty Intemnational has called on the Canadian goverament tolaunch a public,
independent inquiry that would examine that concerm. There is tiow considerable public gréssure for
such an inquiry (o be established. If an Inquiry is convened in Canada, Amnesty Intérnationsl urpes
your government tocooperate fully w the procecdings, which will wiost certainly need to consider
communications and information sharing between the Cinadian and US govermment.
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